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Jic Briefing 


On December 10 at 2:00 poam., the fifth in a series of JIC 
briefings was held in Room 4259 New War Building. ‘ 


The two subjects discussed were both raised by the State (ICD) 
member at the last meeting, namely, (1) whether the Russians would 
extend their control southward into the disaffected areas of Sinkiang, 
and (2) whether the Central Government of China would open an all- 
out attack on Yenan. Information derived from this meeting is 
attached as Tabs A and B. Copes of these Tabs have been forwarded 
to the appropriate research divisions. 


The Navy expressed a current interest in the allegations of 
the Tabriz radio and Tudeh press to the effect that the Iranian 
army was American controlled, The Navy mentioned its concern with 
reports that this might be the ground work for Russian invocation 
of the 1907 treaty Ga@e} which permitted Russian intervention 
in Iran should that country become the base for military operations 
of a third power. 


It was decided that the next meeting would confine itself to 
topics of interest in the Near Hast and Europe, 
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SECRET 
December 10, 1946 
JIC BRIEFING NOTES 
Area: Sinkiang 
Subject: Whether or not the Russians will extend their control south- 
* ward into the disaffected areas of Sinkiang? 


Discussion: Col, Dickey of JIS said that “his information was' that the 

resources of the whole Chinese Northwest were greatly over- 
‘rated, and that therefore the USSR probably would have little economic 
motivation to absorb Sinkiang, The Intelligence Group (Army) stated 
that an officer working for the Manhatten Project during the war had 
visited the area and had said virtually the same thing. Col. Booth 
of JIS said that he felt Sinkiang was of ‘Strategic importance politically 
to the Russians as a wedge into China, Mr. Harris, IG's specialist on 
the area, said that whatever happened to the Moslems in Sinkiang would 
have en effect on the Moslem element in China proper, The consensus of 
War and Navy opinion was that the Russians would move into the dis= 
affected areas of Sinkiang whenever they so desired, but that they did 
not want to raise the issue now, preferring rather to wait until the 
province dropped into their lap through economic necessitye 
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Area: China. 


Subjects Whether the Central Government will launch an all-out 
attack on Yenan. 


Disqussion: Mr. Harris of the Intelligence Group (Army) stated that 

in his opinion the Central Government would not launch an 
attack on either Harbin or Yenan at this time, in the first instance 
because of weather conditions and in the second because a campaign of 
extermination would be virtually impossible to achieve, The only reason, 
he said, which would lead the Central Government to attack Yenan would 
be if the Communists set up a separate government, calling itself a 
Soviet=-type Republic. The foregoing, of course, is also the view of 
State Intelligence, Mr, Harris then said that he did not think the 
Communists would take such a drastic step because they would weaken 
their own position in the eyes. of the world by so doing. In addition, 
he said that the Communists had threatened to secede in this way before 
if such and such happened and when it did happen they had not done 80.4 
Cole Booth of JIC then summarized Army and Navy opinion by saying that 
both sides in China would probably attempt to sit it out, 
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